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INTRODUCTION 
 

Easy Reading for ESL Students – Book 3 is a 
comprehensive reader designed especially for intermediate 
and advanced students of English as a Second Language. 
The book was developed and tested by full-time teachers 
of English.  
 
There are twelve short stories. Each story is designed to 
engage students in a well-rounded language learning 
experience. There are comprehension, vocabulary, 
speaking and writing exercises after each story.   
 
The stories are entertaining and have plot twists and 
surprise endings. Teachers of English as a Second 
Language will enjoy using them to engage students on a 
wide range of topics and interests. 
 
The stories are short (400 – 500 words). Each story and its 
exercises can be completed in 60 minutes. 
 
You can download a free audio version of the book read by 
a professional actor. See page 76. 
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JUMBO 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mani had a little hardware store in town. He worked very 
hard, but business was not very good. Mani hoped that his 
luck would change, and one day it did. 

Every Friday, after Mani closed the store, he went to a 
restaurant to meet with other store owners. He had many 
friends among them. They mostly talked about business, 
but they talked about other things too.  

One day Mani disappeared. For three months nobody 
saw him. Then one day he showed up at the restaurant. He 
looked very happy. 

“Where have you been, Mani?” his friends asked. “And 
why do you look so happy?” 

“I look happy, because I am happy,” Mani said. “I have 
inherited something big – something really big from my 
uncle.” 

“What have you inherited?” one of his friends asked. 
“An elephant,” Mani said happily.  
“An elephant? You’re joking!” his friend shouted in 

surprise. All the people in the restaurant were listening 
now.  

“No, I am not. His name is Jumbo. He is the best thing 
that has ever happened to me.” 
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“You’re joking,” his friend repeated. 
“No, I am not,” Mani said again. “Jumbo has brought joy 

to my family. He lives in my garden. My children ride him 
and play with him every day. My wife has flowers in the 
garden. Jumbo takes care of them. When he sees a weed, 
he pulls it out. When the flowers need water, he goes to the 
pool, fills his trunk with water and waters them. And he 
guards my house. Nobody dares approach my house when 
we are not home.” 

A rich store owner came up to Mani and said, “I want to 
buy Jumbo. My life hasn’t been very happy lately.” 

“Jumbo is not for sale,” Mani said. 
“I’ll give you $20,000.” 
“Jumbo is a member of my family. I really can’t.” 
“$200,000,” the man said. 
“You know,” Mani said. “Sometimes when I feel a little 

sad, Jumbo comes up to me and puts his trunk around me. 
He’s a real friend. You don’t sell your friends, do you?” 

“$2,000,000,” the man said. 
“OK,” Mani said.  
So the man bought Jumbo for $2,000,000 and took him 

home. Nobody saw the man for three months. 
Then one day he showed up in the restaurant. He 

looked miserable. 
“What happened to you?” Mani asked. 
“I am the unhappiest man in the world,” the man said.    

“It’s Jumbo, the elephant. My children are scared of him. 
He destroyed my wife’s flowers. His droppings are 
everywhere. He is so noisy that all my neighbors hate me. 
He got angry with me once, and he hit me with his trunk 
and kicked me. I am so miserable.” 

“Shh,” Mani said. “Not so loud, or you will never sell 
him.” 
 
Notes 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 
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I. Choose the right answer. 

1.  Mani owned a __________.  

a.   grocery store 
b.   computer store 
c.   hardware store 

2.  Mani’s business was __________. 

a.   very successful 
b.   not very successful 
c.   OK 

3.  Every Friday Mani went __________.  

a.   on a trip 
b.   to a concert 
c.   to a restaurant 

4.  Mani inherited  __________. 

 a.   an elephant 
 b.   ten million dollars 
 c.   a hardware store 

5.  Mani sold Jumbo for __________.  

 a.   $2,000,000 
 b.   $200,000 
 c.   $20,000 

6.  Mani was __________. 

 a.   an honest man 
 b.   a liar 
 c.   a good merchant 
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II. Complete the sentences with the words from the 
box below. 
 

weed 

dares 

trunk 

droppings 

hardware  

destroyed 

dry  

inherited 

 
1.  Mani sold tools for workshops and gardens in his store.   

     It was a little   hardware     store. 

2.  When Mani’s uncle died, he left an elephant to Mani.  

     Mani ____________ an elephant. 

3.  A wild plant growing where it is not wanted is called a   

     ____________. 

4.  When the flowers were ____________, Jumbo watered   

     them. 

5.  Jumbo used his ____________ to water the flowers. 

6.  Mani said, “Jumbo is a good guard. Nobody   

     ____________ approach the house.” 

7.  Jumbo did a lot of damage to Mani’s garden. He  

     ____________ it. 

8.  The garden was Jumbo’s bathroom. His ____________   

     were everywhere.  
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III. Choose two words from the box on the previous  
page and write a short paragraph using them. 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

 
IV. Complete the sentences with the expressions from 

the box below.    
 

got angry 

brought joy 

luck would change 

looked miserable 

 
1.  Mani hoped for a better life. He hoped his  

     ____________________. 

2.  Mani’s family loved Jumbo very much. He  

     ____________________ to their lives. 

3.  The man was very unhappy. He    

     ____________________.                   

4.  Jumbo ____________________ with the man, and he  

     kicked him. 

 
V. Choose two expressions from the box above and  

write a short paragraph using them. 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 
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VI. Answer the question in full sentences. 

1.  What did Mani do for a living? 

2.  How was business at his store? 

3.  What did Mani hope for? 

4.  Where did he go every Friday? 

5.  Why did he go there? 

6.  What happened one day? 

7.  What did Mani say to his friends? 

8.  Why did the rich store owner want to buy Jumbo? 

9.  Why did Mani lie about Jumbo? 
 
 

VII. Oral Summary 
 

Retell the story in a few sentences.  
 
 

VIII. Written Summary 
 
Write a few sentences to summarize the story. 
 
_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 
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EL DOCTOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
His real name was John Ayala, but everybody in 

America called him El Doctor. He was a doctor and an 
adventurer rolled into one. 

John became a doctor because he thought it might open 
doors to the most forbidden places – and he was right. 

He studied at Harvard Medical School, and worked at 
the best hospital in the country. Then one day adventure 
called out, and he was gone. 

He went to the Amazon, and he lived with different 
Indian tribes for many years. Since he was a doctor, and he 
was helping people, the Indians usually accepted him. He 
lived in many unimaginable places in South America. He 
stayed with the Indians for a while, and then he moved on. 
El Doctor, as they called him, became famous and well-
respected. 

When John finally returned home and settled in Boston, 
he was often invited to parties. People liked his stories. 
When he started to speak, everybody was quiet and 
listened. One day some people asked him to tell a story. 
He smiled and began to speak. 

“One day I heard about a tribe that lived deep in the 
rainforest. People said the tribe lived the same kind of life  


